library 


BOROUGH  OF  BOSTON 

AND  _9H 

BOSTON 
PORT  HEALTH  .AUTHORITY 


Annual  Report 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and  of  the 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


COUNCILLOR  J.  HENRY  MOUNTAIN,  Chairman. 

COUNCILLOR  A.  BRADLEY,  Vice-Chairman. 

THE  MAYOR,  COUNCILLOR  E.  C.  STANWELL,  J.P. 

ALDERMAN  E.  A.  BAILEY, 

„ C.  W.  FLEET, 

„ F.  PECK,  J.P. 

COUNCILLOR  W.  E.  ANDERSON, 

,,  E.  A.  ARNOLD, 

,,  G.  V.  CLARK,  J.P., 

„ LT.-COL.  G.  A.  GROUNDS,  D.S.O.,  T.D.. 

„ J.  H.  HODGSON, 

,,  J.  P.  ROE. 


1 


STAFF  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Port  Sanitary  Officer  ; 

G.  E.  CHAMBERLAIN,  M.S.I.A. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

S.  DAVEY,  M.S.I.A. 


Chief  Clerk  : 

D.  DADY. 


V 


BOROUGH  OF  BOSTON 

AND 

PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 


To  : — The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Boston. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1949 — 
a pleasure  which  in  this  case  is  tinged  with  regret  as  I shall  have 
retired  from  the  service  of  the  Corporation  before  this  Report  is 
printed. 

The  general  state  of  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  continued  ^o 
be  satisfactory  as  is  shown  by  the  various  statistics  on  the  following 
pages.  Both  the  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate  show  an  increase  over 
last  year’s  figures  but  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  births  still  con- 
siderably outnumber  deaths.  It  is  very  satisfactory  too  that  once 
again  I can  report  that  the  maternal  mortality  rate  is  nil. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  was  marred  by  an  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  following  the  mid-day  meal  at  Carlton  Road  School. 
Fortunately  there  were  no  fatalities  and  it  did  serve  to  expose 
the  shortcomings  of  the  kitchen  arrangements  at  the  Civic  Restaurant 
It  is  a matter  of  great  regret  that  this  finally  resulted  in  the  closing  of 
the  restaurant  but  the  demands  of  modern  kitchen  hygiene  are  such 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  adapt  the  Guildhall  premises 
without  ruining  the  character  of  that  ancient  building. 

Housing  continues  to  be  the  most  urgent  problem  before  us, 
bad  housing  being  an  important  factor  in  many  other  social  ills. 
It  is  distressing  to  note  that  the  total  number  of  houses  erected  during 
the  year  fell  short  of  the  meagre  figure  achieved  in  1948  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  following  years  will  show  a considerable  im- 
provement. Whether  this  can  be  done  without  a rnajor  change  in 
housing  policy  remains  to  be  seen. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  all  departments  of 
the  Corporation  for  their  co-operation  and  in  particular  to  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  excellent  work  during 
the  year  under  review. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

8,  Bridge  Street, 

Boston,  Lines. 
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June,  1950- 


PART  I. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  : 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  3,259 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for  1949)  : 

Civilian  Population  24,710 

Total  Population  (i.e.  including  non-civilians  stationed 
in  the  area)  24,740 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1949  (according 

to  the  Rate  Books)  7,146 

Rateable  Value  £133,739 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £523 

Estimated  average  number  of  Persons  per  Inhabited 

House  3.4 

Estimated  average  number  of  Persons  per  Acre  7.6 

Average  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  per  Acre 2.2 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  ETC.  : 


The  social  conditions  of  the  area  have  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  : 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population  20.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  28.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population  (crude)  ...  12.9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population  (adjusted)  ...  12.1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  Nil. 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 35.5 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  36.5 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  24.4 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  26  20  46 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — r — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 — 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — 11 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  for 
the  mid-year  is  given  as  24,710,  a decrease  of  350  as  compared  with 
the  estimate  for  1948.  The  number  of  births  for  the  year  exceeded 
the  number  of  deaths  by  189. 

BIRTHS  : 

A total  of  507  live  births  (264  males,  243  females)  were  registered 
during  1949.  The  live  birth  rate  of  20.5  compares  favourably  with 
the  figure  for  last  year  which  was  19.3,  and  that  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  in  1949,  which  was  16.7. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  41  (21  males,  20 
females)  which  is  8.1%  of  the  total  live  births.  The  total  illegiti- 
mate live  births  in  1948  was  30. 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  15  still  births  registered  (10  males,  5 females)  giving 
a still  birth  rate  of  28.7  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births,  as  com- 
pared with  18.3  in  1948. 

Taken  as  a rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population  a 
figure  of  0.60  per  1,000  is  arrived  at,  which  is  slightly  higher  than 
the  figure  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales,  namely  0.39. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  again  no  deaths  from 
puerperal  causes  assigned  to  the  Borough  in  1949. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  18  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (11  males, 
7 females).  The  death  rate  of  35.5  per  1,000  live  births  shows  an 
increase  on  the  figure  for  1948  (namely  22.8),  and  is  also  slightly 
higher  than  that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was 
32.0. 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  (Children  under  2 years  of  age)  ; 

There  was  one  death  (female)  under  this  heading  in  1949.  The 
resulting  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  is  2.0  as  compared  with  3.0 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  : 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  Borough  after 
deduction  of  those  occurring  in  non-residents  and  addition  of  deaths 
of  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  Borough  is  318.  This  figure 
gives  a crude  death  rate  of  12.9  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population 
but  when  the  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  is  applied,  the  Death  Rate  is  12.1.  The  Comparability  Factor 
is  intended  to  afford  a means  of  adjustment  so  that  different  places 
may  be  compared  on  an  equitable  basis. 

The  figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1949  is  11.7. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  SHOWN  IN  THE  REGISTRAR 
GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST. 


No. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  ... 

8 

3 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

4 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

9. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

10. 

Measles  

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis  

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  the  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 
(male).  Uterus  (female)  

3 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum^  

7 

6 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

1 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

16 

8 

17. 

Diabetes  

— 

4 

18. 

Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

12 

27 

19. 

Heart  Diseases  

53 

50 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  ... 

9 

8 

21. 

Bronchitis  

11 

9 

22. 

Pneumonia  

6 

3 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  '. 

— 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

3 

2 
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No. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

28. 

Nephritis  

2 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  

8 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury,  Infantile 
Diseases  

1 

3 

33. 

Suicide  

1 

1 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  

2 

1 

36. 

All  other  causes  

14 

13 

ALL  CAUSES  167  151 


METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 

I am  indebted  to  N.  H.  Middlebrook,  Esq.,  Meteorologist,  for 
the  following  particulars  regarding  weather  conditions  during  1949 
as  recorded  by  him  at  the  Meteorological  Station,  Freiston  Road, 
Boston  : — 

January  : Except  for  the  beginning  when  there  was  rain  and 
strong  winds,  the  month  was  extremely  mild  with  the  thermometer 
registering  a maximum  of  50°  or  over  on  nine  days.  It  was  season- 
ably cold  on  only  four  days,  snow  falling  on  one  of  these  days  to  a 
depth  of  The  mean  maximum  temperature  was  46.1°,  being  5° 
above  normal,  and  the  mean  minimum  35.5°  being  4°  above  normal. 
Measurable  rain  fell  on  14  days,  the  total  rainfall  including 
snow,  being  1.10"  against  an  average  of  1.62".  Slight  air  frost  was 
recorded  on  9 days,  and  ground  frost  on  15  days.  Fog  occurred  on 
5 days. 

February  : Another  exceptionally  mild  month,  the  maximum 
temperature  topping  the  50°  mark  on  15  days.  Rainfall  was  much, 
below  normal,  .70"  against  the  average  of  1.46".  The  mean  maxi- 
mum temperature  of  49.5°  was  6°  above  average  and  the  mean 
minimum  of  34.4°  was  1°  above  average.  Fog  occurred  on  4 days 
and  16  ground  frosts  and  8 air  frosts  were  recorded. 

March  ; Frosts  occurred  daily  until  the  13th,  the  coldest  day 
being  the  6th,  when  the  maximum  temperature  did  not  exceed  33°. 
Snow  fell  on  8 of  these  days.  Conditions  improved  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  month,  the  highest  day  temperature  being  on  the  23rd, 
when  62°  was  recorded.  The  mean  maximum  temperature  was  47°, 
being  nearly  3°  below  normal  and  the  mean  minimum  at  34.2°  was 
about  normal.  Rainfall  was  again  below  normal,  .91"  against  the 
average  of  1.56".  19  ground  frosts  and  12  air  frosts  were  recorded. 

Fog  occurred  on  2 days. 
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April  : A fine  and  warm  month  with  high  temperatures  at  times. 
An  outstanding  maximum  temperature  of  82°  was  recorded  on  the 
16th.  Measurable  rain  fell  on  11  days,  the  total  rainfall  1.77"  being 
above  the  average,  although  nearly  half  the  month’s  fall  (.78") 
occurred  on  the  6th.  Mean  maximum  temperature  of  60.5°,  and 
mean  minimum  of  42°  were  3°  above  normal.  Three  ground  and 
two  air  frosts  were  recorded.  The  wind  reached  gale  force  on  one 
day. 


May  : In  contrast  to  April  the  month  was  not  so  pleasant.  There 
was  no  appreciable  fall  of  rain  up  to  the  16th,  but  from  this  date 
rain  fell  almost  every  day.  The  mean  maximum  temperature  of 
61.1°  and  m.ean  minimum  of  42.3°  were  about  normal.  Total  rain- 
fall was  1.72",  being  almost  normal.  Ground  frosts  occurred  on  three 
nights  and  there  were  three  air  frosts. 

June  : The  month  opened  with  cool  weather  and  abundant 
rain  with  thunderstorms  but  from  the  6th  onwards  measurable  rain 
fell  on  only  4 days.  Maximum  temperatures  were  up  in  the  70’s 
until  the  13th,  when  the  wind  veered  to  the  north-east  and  tempera- 
tures remained  low  until  the  24th,  when  a heat  wave  set  in.  Mean 
maximum  temperature  of  68.2°  was  1°  above  normal,  mean  minimum 
of  48°  was  1°  below  normal.  Rainfall  was  .80",  exactly  1"  below 
normal.  There  were  thunderstorms  on  three  days. 

July  : Dry  and  very  warm  weather  was  experienced  until  the 
4th,  when  there  was  a sharp  drop  in  temperature  until  the  10th. 
Thereafter  conditions  were  variable  with  very  warm  and  cool  periods 
occurring  until  the  end  of  the  month.  The  mean  maximum  tempera- 
ture was  73.2°,  being  almost  3°  above  normal,  and  the  mean  minimum 
of  53.1°  was  about  normal.  Rain  fell  on  14  days,  total  rainfall 
being  2.76"  against  an  average  of  2.20". 

August  : Heavy  rain  occurred  on  the  first  2 days  but  a fine  spell 
then  set  in  until  the  10th,  when  there  were  2 more  very  wet  days. 
After  this  a long  fine  spell  was  experienced  and  no  measurable  rain 
fell  again  until  the  29th.  Mean  maximum  temperature  of  73°  was  3° 
above  normal,  and  mean  minimum  of  52.9°  was  1°  above  normal. 
Total  rainfall  was  1.99"  compared  with  the  normal  of  2.39". 

September  : The  month  opened  with  a very  wet  day  with  fog 
and  continuous  thunderstorms  from  midnight  to  mid-morning.  There- 
after the  weather  was  rather  variable  until  the  24th,  when  fine  and 
warm  conditions  prevailed  until  the  end  of  the  month.  An  out- 
standing maximum  temperature  of  87°  occurred  on  the  5th,  which 
was  probably  an  all-time  record.  The  mean  maximum  temperature 
of  70.8°  and  rqean  minimum  of  54°  were  5°  above  normal.  Rainfall  : 
1.41"  against  an  average  of  1.76". 
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October  : After  continuing  fine  and  warm  until  the  9th,  unsettled 
conditions  with  much  rain  prevailed  up  to  the  26th,  although  during 
this  period  temperatures  remained  very  high  for  the  time  of  the 
year.  After  the  26th  the  weather  was  fair  with  average  temperatures. 
Mean  maximum  temperature  of  60.4°  was  again  above  the  average 
of  57.7°  as  also  was  the  mean  minimum  of  46°.  Measurable  rain 
fell  on  15  days,  the  total  rainfall  being  4.33"  against  an  average  of 
2.74".  Three  ground  frosts  and  2 air  frosts  were  recorded.  Fog 
occurred  on  3 days. 

November  : A wet  m.onth,  with  persistent,  measurable  rain 
falling  on  20  days  and  a trace  on  four  more.  Total  for  the  month 
was  2.52"  against  the  average  of  2.0".  The  mean  maximum  tempera- 
ture of  49.5°  and  mean  minimum  of  37.7°  were  about  average.  There 
were  10  ground  frosts  and  5 air  frosts.  Fog  was  recorded  on  3 days 
and  the  wind  reached  gale  force  on  1 day. 

December  : Another  persistently  wet  month  with  measurable  rain 
falling  on  19  days,  and  a trace  on  a further  5 days.  An  outstanding 
period  of  warm.th  occurred  around  Christmas  when  the  maximum 
temperature  on  the  6 days  from  the  23rd  to  the  28th  averaged  53°. 
This  is  a record  as  far  as  the  Boston  station  is  concerned.  Total 
rainfall  for  the  month  was  1.34"  against  the  average  of  2.15".  Mean 
maximum  temperature  was  47.6°  compared  with  an  average  of  44.5°, 
and  the  mean  minimum  36.9°,  against  an  average  of  34.9°.  Fog  was 
noted  on  2 days  and  there  were  2 days  when  snow  or  sleet  fell. 
Thirteen  ground  frosts  and  5 air  frosts  were  recorded.  The  wind 
reached  gale  force  on  3 days. 

Total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  21.35"  against  an  average  of 
22.81". 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  meteorological  con- 
ditions of  the  area  for  the  past  two  years. 


1949 

1948 

Rain  days  

. . . 

150 

158 

Wet  days  (.04"  or  more)  

. . . 

92 

119 

Average  humidity  at  0900  h.  G.M.T 

. . . 

84% 

86% 

Mean  day  and  night  temperature 

51.0° 

50.1° 

Mean  maximum  temperature  

58.9° 

57.6° 

Mean  minimum  temperature 

43.1° 

42.6° 

No.  of  days  with  max.  temperatures  of  over 

70° 

78 

39 

No.  of  days  with  max.  temperatures  of  over 

80° 

16 

6 

Thunderstorms  

15 

20 

Ground  frosts  

82 

72 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hall  continued  to 
render  a useful  service  during  the  year.  Tests  carried  out  were,  in 
most  cases,  the  responsibility  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Ser- 
vice or  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Advantage  has  again  been  taken  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Lincoln.  Samples  submitted  for 
examination  have  been  mainly  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  food,  and  details  will  be  found  in  Section  E. 

The  Laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene,  London,  have  continued  to  carry  out  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  water  samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland  County 
Council  through  the  County  Transport  Department,  Allan  House, 
Carlton  Road. 

Four  first  line  ambulances  and  5 sitting  case  cars  are  based  in 
the  Borough,  and  in  addition  an  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  and  reserved  solely  for  the  conveyance  of  infec- 
tious cases.  As  these  vehicles  are  also  used  for  work  in  other  parts 
of  the  County  of  Holland  it  is  not  possible  to  give  separate  figures 
in  respect  of  the  Borough,  although  these  would  be  greatly  in 
excess  of  figures  given  for  previous  years  before  the  County  Council 
became  responsible  for  the  ambulance  service. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  under 
the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY  : 

The  Public  Mortuary  is  managed  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department.  I am  satisfied  that  the  Mortuary  is  properly  conducted 
and  the  facilities  adequate. 
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HOSPITALS  : 


The  hospital  facilities  for  the  Borough  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Boston  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  Details  of  the  facilities  available  are  as 
follows  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital. — Acute  General  Cases. 

London  Road  Hospital. — Orthopaedic  and  Acute  General. 
Boston  Isolation  Hospital. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital. — Medical  and  Maternity. 

Woodlands  Court,  Kirton. — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital. — Sick  Children. 

Bargate  Physiotherapy  Centre,  Boston. — Physiotherapy. 


THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  ; 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  and 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  are  held  at  the  London  Road  Hospital. 

Clinics  operated  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services  for  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  minor  defects  are  held 
at  the  Health  Centre,  London  Road. 

The  Cleansing  Station  continues  to  function  at  the  Health  Centre, 
and  details  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  scabies  dealt  with  will  be 
found  in  Section  F of  this  Report. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47— REMOVAL 
TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE 
AND  ATTENTION  : 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES  ; 

Jn  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  these  ser- 
vices are  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  H.  Ball,  Water  Engineer,  for  the  follow- 
ing report  on  the  Borough  Water  Supply  : — 

1.  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  Revesby  Waterworks  during  the  year 
was  20.16"  as  against  19.40"  in  1947,  and  24.20"  in  1948.  The  average 
rainfall  at  Revesby  over  40  years  is  just  over  25". 

(b)  Volume  of  water  supplied  from  Revesby  and  Fordington  and 
received  in  bulk  from  Boston  R.D.C.,  with  comparisons  for 
1948. 


Thousands  of  gallons.  Average 

Year.  Revesby.  Fordington.  Fron;  Boston  R.D.C.  Total.  G.P.D. 
1949.  179,891  264,053  7,741  451,685  1,237 

1948.  179,898  252,373  16,510  448,781  1,226 

Increase  + 

Decrease-  -7  + 11,680  —8,769  +2,904  + 11 

The  average  gallons  per  day  may  be  subdivided  as  follows  : — 

Thousands. 

(a)  In  bulk  to  Horncastle  R.D.C 92 

(b)  Domestic  and  meter  supplies  in  the  rural  districts 

of  Boston,  Spilsby  and  Horncastle,  within  the 
Council's  Statutory  Area  of  Supply  90 

*(c)  Domestic  supply  in  the  Borough  of  Boston 800 

*(d)  Trade  and  other  meter  supplies  in  Borough 255 

1,237 

*(c)  represents  (including  waste)  32  galls,  per  head  per  day. 
*(d)  represents  (including  waste)  10  galls,  per  head  per  day. 

42  galls,  per  head  per  day. 

As  a matter  of  interest,  the  average  daily  consumption  in  1939 
was  674,000  gallons. 

*A  waste  detection  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Council. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  mains  extensions  and  renewals 
considerable  activity  continues  in  the  Water  Department.  A large 
number  of  new  services  have  been  connected,  and  a considerable 
amount  of  internal  work  undertaken  by  local  plumbers,  all  to  the 
benefit  of  public  health. 

In  common  with  so  many  Water  Undertakings  up  and  down  the 
country  arising  frora  deficiency  in  rainfall  and  extended  periods  of 
drought,  the  Undertaking  had  its  moments  of  anxiety  but  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  no  major  restrictions  were  placed  on  the  public  water 
supply  during  1949. 

I hope  to  report  an  improvement  in  day-time  water  pressures 
during  1950.  ' ' 


2.  WATER  ANALYSIS  : 

Based  on  analyses  made  by  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health 
on  samples,  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  at  frequent 
intervals  of  water  drawn  from  the  mains  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough,  the  water  has,  with  a few  minor  exceptions,  been  of  satis- 
factory chemical  and  bacteriological  quality.  On  no  occasion  has  it 
been  necessary  to  isolate  any  section  of  water  main  from  supply. 
It  continues  to  be  my  policy  to  carry  a small  residual  chlorine  content 
in  the  town’s  mains,  reduce  “ dead  ends  ” to  a minimum,  install 
“ washouts  ” wherever  possible  and  undertake  regular  flushing  of 
mains. 

Samples  have  also  been  taken  by  the  Water  Engineer  during 
each  month  of  the  year  at  Revesby  and  Fordington,  of  the  raw  water 
at  each  source  and  the  treated  water  passing  to  supply.  On  no 
occasion  has  an  adverse  report  been  received  from  the  Public  Analyst, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  of  Nottingham,  in  respect  of 
the  treated  waters  passing  to  supply  ; in  fact,  he  states  that  the 
water  from  Revesby  has  shown  a marked  improvement. 

Effective  filtration  and  sterilisation  is  applied  to  the  impounded 
source  at  Revesby,  and  whilst  the  only  treatment  at  present  to  the 
borehole  water  at  Fordington  is  by  chlorination,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Ministry  of  Health  will  soon  authorise  the  installation  of  iron 
removal  plant  at  this  source,  and  at  some  future  date  water  softening 
plant. 


3.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  The  proportion  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  supplied  by  stand- 
pipes and  outside  taps  is  relatively  small,  and  only  a few  houses  are 
without  a piped  water  supply. 
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5.  WATER  MAINS  LAID  IN  BOROUGH  DURING  1949  : 


A.  Extensions. 

Location. 

(i)  West  Street  8C  Hatter  Lane. 
(Rosegarth  St.  to  High  St.) 

(ii)  Wide  Bargate. 

(iii)  At  the  Dock. 

(iv)  Bays  wood  Avenue. 
(Wyberton  Low  Road). 

(v)  Fydell  Rowley  Estate. 

(vi)  Sleaford  Road. 

(West  St.  Level  Crossing  to 
Frampton  Place). 

(vii)  Carlton  Road  (West  Side) . 
(Sleaford  Rd.  to  Argyle  St.) 

(viii)  Castle  Street. 

(Fydell  St.  to  Orchard  St.) 

(ix)  Carlton  Road. 

(Pre-fab.  site  to  Witham 
Bank). 

(x)  Laughton  Road. 

(xi)  Brothertoft  Road. 

(xii)  Sunningdale  Drive  to  Inge- 
low  Avenue. 

(xiii)  Norman  Avenue. 

(Thorold  St. — Red  Lion  St.) 

(xiv)  South  Square. 

(xv)  Woodville  Rd.  Housing  Site. 
(Corporation) . 

(xvi)  Robin  Hood’s  Walk. 


B.  RENEWALS. 

(i)  Russell  Square. 


(ii)  Witham  Bank. 

(iii)  Castle  Street. 

(Orchard  St.  to  end). 

(iv)  Sleaford  Road  (West  Side) . 
(Frampton  Place  to  Wcod- 
ville  Road). 


Dia.  8C  type  Length 


of 

pipe. 

yds. 

Remarks. 

6" 

C.I. 

230 

6" 

C.I. 

30 

To  be  extended 

4" 

A.C. 

140 

4" 

A.C. 

250 

ditto 

3" 

A.C. 

130 

ditto 

6" 

C.I. 

270 

4" 

A.C. 

470 

4" 

C.I. 

300 

4" 

C.I. 

100 

“Dead  ends” 
removed. 

4" 

C.I. 

90 

ditto 

6" 

C.I. 

120 

3" 

C.I. 

50 

2 “ dead  ends  ” 
removed . 

4" 

C.I.  & 
A.C. 

130 

“ Dead  end  “ 
removed 

4" 

C.I. 

100 

6" 

A.C. 

300 

4" 

C.I. 

170 

To  be  extended 

6" 

A.C. 

120 

ditto 

Total 

3000 

4" 

C.I. 

40 

completion  of 

previous  renewal 
from  Lawrence 
Lane. 

4" 

A.C. 

700 

Replaces  old 

4" 

C.I. 

400 

ditto  old  1 Y' 

6" 

C.I. 

330 

Replaces  old 

2"  main. 

Total 

1470 

6.  PROPOSED  EXTENSIONS  TO  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  1950  (BOROUGH). 

Brothertoft  Road  Housing  Site,  Robin  Hood’s  Walk,  Spilsby 
Road  (east  side),  Wyberton  Low  Road,  Fydell  Rowley  Estate  to 
Church  Road  and  Skirbeck  Road. 
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In  addition  to  these  extensions,  thd  Council’s  policy  to  re- 
organize and  modernise  the  distribution  system  in  all  districts  will 
continue. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  BALL, 

M.I.Mun.E.,  A.I.W.E., 

February,  1950.  Chartered  Mun.  Eng.  Borough  Water  Engineer. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  : 

Normal  repairs  to  sewers  were  carried  out.  New  sewers  were 
laid  at  : — 

1.  Woodville  Road  Housing  Site. 

2.  Robin  Hood’s  Walk  (for  Housing  development  and  Kitwood 
School  drainage) . 

Design  of  the  West  Side  Sewerage  Scheme  continues. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE  SCHEMES  : 

House  refuse  is  collected  at  fortnightly  intervals.  The  Salvage 
collections  continue  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  waste  paper  collections 
increased  from  432  tons  in  1948/49  to  531  tons  in  1949/50. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  ; 

Improvements  were  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  to  the 
dressing  rooms  and  sanitary  accommodation.  Water  samples  were 
submitted  for  analysis  at  intervals  throughout  the  season  and  these 
were  all  fairly  satisfactory.  To  obtain  this  result  the  water  has  to  be 
very  heavily  chlorinated  which  caused  some  unfavourable  comment 
from  users  of  the  baths  but  without  the  installation  of  additional  puri- 
fication plant,  there  is  no  other  way  of  ensuring  water  of  a satisfactory 
bacteriological  standard. 

MEASURES  AGAINST  INFESTATION  ; 

(a)  Rodent  Control  : 

(1)  Sewer  Treatments. — These  are  now  carried  out  at  six 
monthly  intervals  by  a mobile  squad  provided  by  the 
Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  A small  part  of  the  sewerage  systera  consist- 
ing mainly  of  old  brick  barrel  sewers  seems  always  to 
have  some  rat  population  and  to  require  treatment. 

(2)  Surface  Treatments. — The  general  public  appear  to  be 
growing  more  “ rat  conscious  ” and  the  number  of 
complaints  received  increased  considerably.  The  free 
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service  provided  in  respect  of  private  houses  is  generally 
appreciated  and  there  have  been  very  few  instances  of 
lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  householders. 

(b)  Verminous  Houses  : 

The  number  of  houses  treated  for  vermin  is  as  follows  : — 

Bed  bugs  15 

Fleas  5 

Cockroaches,  Ants,  etc 18 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  IN  THE  BOROUGH  ; 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  : 

There  are  three  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  register,  two 
of  which  are  nearly  always  fully  occupied.  The  third,  which  in 
the  past  has  been  a source  of  trouble,  is  now  kept  in  a rather  better 
condition  but  seldom  has  many  occupants  apart  from  the  summer 
months.  The  general  standard  of  the  houses  is  not  high  but  it 
seldom  falls  low  enough  to  warrant  action  being  taken. 

FACTORIES  : 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  visits  made  to 
factories  during  1949.  The  number  of  defects  found  was  small  and 
in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  statutory  action  to  remedy 
the  defects. 

Inspections. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  whicli  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

17 

2 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

64 

6 

Nil 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

6 

1 

Nil 

Total 

S7 

9 

Nil 

16 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which 
found. 

defects 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Referred 

which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted. 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

8 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : 

Nil 

(a)  Insufficient  

2 

2 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Total  

15 

15 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES  : 

There  are  18  outworkers’  premises,  16  of  whom  are  engaged  in 
pea  picking.  In  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  give  a warning 
due  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  premises  and  in  no  case  has  statutory 
action  been  necessary. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  erected  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  23 

(b)  By  the  Council  32 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  194Q  : — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  13 

(b)  By  the  Council  50 

INSPECTIONS  : 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(l)(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  807 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1858 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  62 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  334 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  799 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  192 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  35 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  7 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  47 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
rernedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 49 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  10 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made 1 


18 


(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders Nil 

D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  during  the  war  years  of  keeping  the 
records  up  to  date,  no  accurate  figures  can  be  given.  In  my  opinion 
a fresh  survey  of  the  whole  Borough  is  urgently  needed. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION  : 

The  total  number  of  carcases  slaughtered  increased  compared 
with  1948,  largely  because  the  number  of  pigs  (all  of  which  came  in 
for  casualty  slaughter)  was  more  than  doubled.  Tuberculosis  is  still 
by  far  the  most  important  disease  affecting  our  meat  supply  and 
once  more,  more  than  30%  of  the  cows  slaughtered  were  affected 
with  this  disease. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  of  the  meat  condemned. 

Carcases  examined  during  the  year  : — 

Beef  (including  veal)  1802 

Mutton  4891 

Pork  1850 


Meat  Destroyed. 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total. 

Carcases  whole  with 

91 

5 

117 

213 

offal  

Forequarters  

11 

5 

16 

Hindquarters  

4 

2 

1 

7 

Plucks  

— 

12 

310 

322 

Heads  and  tongues 

264 

10 

64 

338 

Livers  

427 

2 

— 

429 

Lungs  

210 

— 

— 

210 

Intestines  

149 

1 

646 

796 

Miscellaneous  

451 

44 

467 

962 

Meat  

75st.  131bs. 

— 

lOst.  11b. 

86st. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  : 41  tons,  17  cwts,  67  lbs. 
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Carcases  Insp>ected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1084 

410 

308 

4891 

1850 

Number  inspected 

1084 

410 

308 

4891 

1850 

All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

10 

19 

10 

5 

90 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

361 

100 

4 

67 

510 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

34.2 

29.0 

4.5 

1.5 

32.4 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

23 

27 

2 

27 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

122 

98 

75 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber ir*pected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  .... 

13.4 

30.5 

.6 



5.5 

MILK  SUPPLY  : 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  of  designated 
milks  submitted  for  examination.  The  apparently  large  number  of 
samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  failing  to  pass  the  prescribed  tests  is  in 
part  accounted  for  by  initial  troubles  encountered  with  a new  Pasteur- 
ising plant. 


Grade 

No.  of 
Samples 

No.  Satis- 
fying Tests 

No.  failing 
Meth.  Blue 
Test. 

No.  failing 
Phosphatase 
Test. 

Pasteur- 

ised. 

59 

46 

9 

4 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

20 

,8 

Nil 

Not  applic- 
able 

ICE  CREAM  : 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  results  of  the  examin- 
ation of  samples  taken  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a slight 
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improvement  in  the  bacterial  quality  of  ice  cream  as  shown  by  the 
methylene  blue  test  and  only  21%  fell  in  grades  3 and  4. 


Examined  by  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Prov. 

Prov. 

Prov. 

Prov. 

Total. 

Grade  I. 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

38 

11 

7 

6 

62 

Estimation  of  Fat  Content. 


Below 

2i% 

ro 

1 

Cn 

1 

Above 

5% 

Total 

2 

10 

4 

16 

FOOD  POISONING  : 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  affecting  children  who  ate  their 
mid-day  meal  at  Carlton  Road  School  occurred  during  January.  In 
all  122  persons  out  of  approximately  150  who  consumed  the  meal 
were  affected,  the  symptoms  being  acute  abdominal  pains,  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea  occurring  about  2 hours  after  consumption  of  the  meal. 
Subsequent  investigations  proved  that  the  cause  of  the  illness  was  an 
enterotoxic  strain  of  staphylococcus  pyogenes  which  was  introduced 
into  fish  cakes  frorr;  open  burn  lesions  on  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
kitchen  workers. 

Three  single  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  also  notified  but  in 
none  of  these  cases  could  samples  of  suspected  food  be  taken  and 
therefore  definite  identification  of  the  cause  was  not  possible. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  Carlton  Road  School 
outbreak. 


No.  of 
cases 
notified 

Total  No. 

of  cases 
discovered 

Estimated 

No.  of 
consumers 
at  risk. 

Causative 

agent. 

Food 

infected. 

69 

122 

150 

Staphy- 

Fish 

lococcus 

cakes 

Pyogenes 
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CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN  : 


In  January  the  Holland  County  Council  invited  the  district 
councils  to  send  representatives  to  a conference  to  discuss  food  and 
drink  infections.  The  outcome  of  the  conference  was  a decision  to 
organise  a Clean  Food  Campaign  on  a county  basis,  the  district 
councils  being  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  scheme  within 
their  own  areas.  The  remainder  of  the  year  was  devoted  to  pre- 
liminary work  and  it  was  not  until  December  that  the  first  approach 
was  made  to  the  traders.  Their  response  was  very  encouraging  and 
I expect  that  next  year  will  show  good  results. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Table  I shows  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year,  the  numbers  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths. 

Diphtheria  : Only  one  notification  was  received  during  the  year 
and  the  diagnosis  in  respect  of  this  case  was  subsequently  not  con- 
firmed. This  satisfactory  position  proves  once  again  the  value  of 
Immunisation  at  an  early  age. 

Scarlet  Fever  : The  number  of  cases  notified  has  fallen  from  33 
in  1948  to  27  in  1949.  There  were  no  deaths  resulting  from  this  disease. 

Measles  : There  has  been  a large  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
this  complaint  and  only  1 1 notifications  were  received  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  242  in  1948. 

Chicken  Pox  : The  number  of  cases  notified  has  increased  from 
50  in  1948  to  169  in  1949.  This  was  due  mainly  to  an  epidemic 
which  occurred  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Scabies  ; Notifications  have  again  been  comparatively  rare,  23 
cases  being  reported  as  against  26  in  1948.  40  persons  received  treat- 
ment for  this  disease  at  the  Cleansing  Centre,  12  of  whom  were 
children  of  school  age. 

The  Holland  County  Council  undertakes  the  treatment  of  all 
cases  of  Scabies  occurring  in  the  Borough,  the  cost  of  such  treatments 
in  respect  of  persons  other  than  school  children  being  charged  to  the 
Corporation.  Arrangements  in  force  ensure  that  details  of  all  notifica- 
tions received  by  this  department  are  immediately  passed  to  the 
County  Council  thus  ensuring  that  infected  persons  are  treated  as 
early  as  possible. 
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Table  I. 


All  the  figures  included  refer  to  civilians  only,  and  are  corrected 
figures  : — 


Notifiable  Disease  during  the  Year  1949. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Confirmed 

Cases. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria  

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  

27 

27 

14 

Nil 

Pneumonia  

18 

18 

3 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

3 

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  

11 

11 

1 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

66 

66 

2 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

6 

2 

Nil 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  

2 

2 

2 

Nil 

Scabies  

23 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

73 

72 

6 

Nil 

Chicken  Pox  

169 

169 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

2 

Nil 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Cases  notified  within  the  Borough  come  under  the  control  of 
Dr.  J.  Fielding,  Senior  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincolnshire  Chest 
Unit. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Table  2. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Showing  New  Cases  and  Deaths. 


L 1 1 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Noii-ne.spi 

HUjry 

R- 

soiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

0-1 

1-5 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-15 

— 

— 

1 





_ 

15-25 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 





25-35 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

35-45 

5 

1 

— 

— 





45—55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

__ 

55—65 

1 

— 

1 

— 

T 



1 

Over  65 

— 

1 



1 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

7 

7 

1 

> 

4 

3 

— 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  : 

The  Holland  County  Council  is  now  responsible  for  all  admin- 
istrative arrangements  in  connection  with  immunisation  within  the 
Borough. 

Below  are  given  details  of  immunisations  carried  out  during  the 
year  : — 

Children  under  5 years  of  age 339 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  31 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  given  “ Booster  ” 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 

To  ; — The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  upon  the  work  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1949. 

The  year  under  review  does  not  leave  me  with  any  sense  of  satis- 
faction for  work  well  done,  as  in  spite  of  the  best  efforts  of  everyone 
in  the  department  the  tangible  results  are  not  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  energy  expended.  This  produces  a sense  of  frustration, 
a feeling  which  these  days  is  by  no  means  confined  to  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors. Particulars  of  much  of  our  work  appear  in  sections  C,  D and  E 
of  the  report  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  but  I am  pleased 
to  have  this  opportunity  of  amplifying  the  bare  figures  provided 
therein. 

Housing  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  aspects 
of  our  work.  With  rents  pegged  at  1939  level  it  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly difficult  for  landlords  to  carry  out  repairs  even  when  they 
are  willing,  and  the  large  majority  would  like  to  be  able  to  maintain 
their  houses  properly.  Furthermore  the  acute  housing  shortage 
makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  ask  for  repairs  to  worn  out  property 
that  ought  to  be  demolished.  Only  when  houses  have  become 
dangerous  or  where  failure  to  take  action  would  have  resulted  in  the 
Corporation  having  to  re-house  a succession  of  tenants  from  one 
property,  has  demolition  procedure  been  taken.  However,  it  is 
apparent  that  an  increasing  number  of  houses  are  . reaching  the  stage 
when  further  repair  is  an  impossibility  and  I think  that  some  measure 
of  slum  clearance  will  become  necessary  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
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The  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption  continues  in 
the  same  inadequate  premises  and  meat  inspection,  which  can  never 
be  a wholly  pleasant  task  becomes  instead  a disagreeable  duty.  To 
aggravate  the  situation  a great  deal  of  evening  slaughtering  has  been 
carried  on,  necessitating  a considerable  araount  of  overtime,  particu- 
larly by  Mr.  Davey,  the  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  routine  inspections  for 
cysticercus  bovis  was  introduced  and  during  the  year  8 cases  of  this 
parasite  were  discovered.  Cysticercus  bovis  is  the  cystic  form  of  a 
tapeworm  which  is  communicable  to  man  and  which  has  recently 
been  re-introduced  into  this  country,  probably  by  displaced  persons 
from  the  Continent. 

On  the  1st  October  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  came 
into  operation  and  the  registration  of  dairy  farmers  and  dairy  farms 
was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Thus 
one  more  duty  has  been  filched  from  local  government.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  an  increase  in  efficiency  will  result — there  is  no 
doubt  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  service. 

In  April  a second  pasteurising  plant  came  into  operation  and 
there  are  now  four  dairymen  supplying  pasteurised  milk  in  the  town 
while  three  supply  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  reported  upon  the  unfortunate 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  Carlton  Road  School  and  also  upon  the 
Clean  Food  Campaign  and  no  further  comment  from  me  is  necessary 
except  to  point  oat  that  as  far  as  the  Campaign  is  concerned  1949  has 
been  a year  of  much  spade  work  which  I hope  will  bear  fruit  in  the 
following  years. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  hard  work  and  willing  co-operation  and 
in  particular  I wish  to  thank  Dr.  Robertson  for  allowing  me  to  get 
on  with  my  job  with  a minimum  of  interference  while  he  has  always 
been  available  for  consultation  when  necessary. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  E.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS  : 

Dwellings. 

Inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
Inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Reinspections. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Overcrowding  

Smoke  Observations 

Offensive  Trades  

Moveable  Dwellings 

Butcher’s  Shops  

Prepared  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  

Restaurant  Kitchens 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Food  Shops  

Market  Stalls 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Revisit: 

Factories  

Factories  Revisits 

Outworkers  Premises  . . . 

Cowsheds  

Dairies  

Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Depot 
Infectious  Diseases 

Rat  Infestation  

Rat  Infestation  Revisits 

Port  Health  

Miscellaneous  


174 

575 


749 


Samples  Taken. 


Water  ...  . 

Milk  ...  . 

Ice  Cream 
Miscellaneous 


534 

572 


-1106 

100 

14 

14 

142 

83 

124 

53 

23 

43 

156 

145 

16 

87 

8 

1 

16 

67 

692 

66 

48 

1 

28 

14 

3796 


41 

80 

78 

5 
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Drains  and  Sewers. 


Drains  Tested 
Drains  Cleared 
Sewers  Cleared 


29 

31 

94 


OFFICE  WORK 


Informal  Notices. 

Served. 

Complied  with. 

Housing  Act,  1936  

101 

86 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ... 

69 

71 

Dustbin  

57 

54 

Statutory  Notices. 

Served. 

Complied  with. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  9 .. 

18 

42 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

35 

39 

Dustbin  

11 

18 

Conversions  

1 

2 

EMISES  DISINFECTED  : 

Scarlet  Fever 



4 

Diphtheria  



1 

Tuberculosis  



8 

ISANCES  REPORTED  AND 

COMPLAINTS 

RECEIVED  : 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  

481 

The  following  are  details  of  complaints  received  and  remedied  : — 

Defective  dustbins  

7 

General  Housing  complaints 

82 

Defective  W.C’s 

18 

Dirty  houses  

3 

Bugs  

9 

Fleas,  beetles,  etc 

22 

Wasps  nests  

8 

Rats  and  Mice 

120 

Choked  drains  

84 

Choked  sewers 

43 

Smoke  nuisance  

2 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  . 

5 

Cesspools  

1 

Overcrowding  

18 

Miscellaneous  

••  •••  •••  ••• 

59 
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NUISANCES  FROM  PREMISES  OTHER  THAN  DWELLINGS  : 

Stables  1 

Slaughterhouses  3 

Chickens  and  Ducks  1 

Pigs  1 

Crickets  1 

Factories  ...  1 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  1 


DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  : 


No.  Remedied. 

Defect. 

No.  found. 

(a) 

(b)  By 
Statutory 

Informally 

Action. 

Roofs  

71 

53 

34 

Chimneys  

13 

12 

7 

Pointing  of  external  walls  

6 

16 

9 

Gutters  and  down  pipes  

52 

47 

17 

Boundary  walls  or  fences  

5 

4 

— 

Wall  plaster  

29 

31 

31 

Ceiling  plaster  

32 

18 

10 

Doors  and  door  frames  

10 

6 

4 

Windows  and  window  frames 

19 

14 

11 

Sash  cords  

14 

14 

14 

Floors  (solid)  

2 

5 

1 

Floor  boards  

13 

16 

10 

Skirtings  

— 

1 

4 

Firegrates  or  ranges 

23 

24 

17 

Treads  and  risers  

5 

4 

— 

Handrails  

— 

1 

— 

W.C.  roofs 

5 

5 

2 

W.C.  walls  

6 

5 

— 

W.C.  Pans  

8 

14 

4 

W.C.  Flushing  cisterns  

5 

12 

4 

W.C.  Flushing  pipes 

3 

8 

— 

Yard  and  passage  paving 

21 

9 

23 

Drains  

17 

14 

7 

Dustbins  

57 

54 

18 

Water  supply  

1 

2 

1 

Sinks  

1 

6 

— 

Sink  waste  pipes  

2 

7 

1 

Coppers  

2 

— 

3 

Copper  brickwork  

— 

1 

— 

Copper  fireplace 

1 

Other  Items. 

WATER  : 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the 
year,  and  in  each  case  the  Analyst  reported  that  the  water  was  satis- 
factory. 
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BOSTON  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


To  : The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 
of  Boston,  being  the  Boston  Port  Health  Authority, 
as  constituted  by  the  Boston  Port  Orders,  1933  and 
1939. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  Administration  of  the  Port  of  Boston  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1949.  The  Report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Memorandum  302/S.A.  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

During  1949  the  trade  of  the  Port  has  continued  to  be  much  the 
same  as  in  previous  years.  The  amount  of  foreign  shipping  entering 
the  Dock  during  the  year  increased  slightly,  although  during  the  same 
period  there  was  a decrease  in  coastwise  shipping  resulting  in  the  total 
figure  being  slightly  higher  than  that  for  1948.  Nevertheless  trade 
has  been  brisk  and  bears  favourable  comparison  with  any  other  port 
of  a similar  capacity.  Infectious  diseases  have  been  particularly  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence,  although  the  continued  efficiency  of  the 
Health  Administration  would  enable  effective  action  to  be  taken 
should  any  outbreak  occur. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  concerned 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
8,  Bridge  Street, 
Boston,  Lines. 

March,  1950. 
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BOSTON  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


— of  the  — 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


Table  A. 

I.  AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


•Number 

Tonnage 

Number 

By  the 
Medical 
officer  of 
Health 

nspected 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

N u mber 
reported 
to  be 
Defective 

Number 
of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number 
of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
loiind 
and  le- 
ported  to 
Ministryof 
Transport 
Surveyors 

Number 
of  vessels 
reported 
as  having 
or  having 
had 

during  the 
voyage 
infectious 
disease  on 
board 

c 

( Steamers 

86 

47,763 

22 

62 

13 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

J*Motor  .. 

345 

52.496 

31 

47 

8 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

o 

i Sailing  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

u. 

1 Fishing  . . . . 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign  . . 

431 

100,259 

53 

109 

21 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

M 

I Steamers 

64 

20,091 

10 

6 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

1 * Motor  . . 

280 

34.748 

27 

32 

7 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

tc 

1 Sailing  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

U 

1 Fishing  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Coastwise 

344 

54.839 

37 

38 

10 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Foreign 

and  Coastwise 

775 

155.098 

90 

147 

31 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

*Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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II.  CHARACTER  AND  TRADE  OF  PORT  : 


Table  B. 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  the  Year. 


No.  of.  Passengers. 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Trans- 

migrants. 

Inwards  

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Outwards  

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  Principal  Imports  are  ; 


Grain 

Deals 

Battens  & Boards 
Sleepers 


Telegraph  Poles 
Flour  & Feeding 
Stuffs 
Paper 
Potatoes 


Fertilisers 
Petroleum 
Oyster  Shell 
Fruit  & Vege- 
tables 


Bulbs 
Basic  Slag 
Tinned  Milk 


The  Principal  Exports  are  : 

Grain  Potatoes 

Sugar  Fireclay 


Coal  General  Continen- 

Zinc  Ashes  tal  Goods 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  Vessels  arrive. 


Holland 

Finland 

Amsterdam 

Abo 

Due  Bommel 

Halosenlahti 

Hansweert 

Hamina 

Hoorn 

Helsingfors 

Maasluis 

Jakobstad 

Middleharnis 

Kasko 

Oud  Beyerland  Kemi 

Rotterdam 

Kotka 

St.  Anne  Land  Lovisa 

Zierikzee 

Mantyluoto 

Patenieme 

Belgium 

Rafso 

Antwerp 

Raumo 

Ghent 

Valkom 

Sweden  Sweden  contd.  France 


Auskardwik 

Batskamas 

Blankaholm 

Bollsta 

Gothenburg 

Grankullaviken 

Hudiksvall 

Korsnas 

Krakanger 

Kristinehamn 

Norrkoping 

Nyhamn 

Oskarshamn 

Pitea 


Skelleftehamn 

Skoghall 

Stugsund 

Sundsvall 

Tyssivick 

Umea 

Waija 

Germany 

Hamburg 

Stettin 

Warnemunde 

Wismar 

Poland 

Gydnia 


Dieppe 

Dunkirk 

Rouen 

Norway. 

Christianhamn 

Porsgrunn 

Skien 

Russia. 

Archangel 

Mesane 

Petchora 

Denmark. 

Odense 


Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

The  Port  of  Boston  is  not  an  approved  port,  under  the  Aliens 
Order,  1920,  for  the  landing  of  aliens. 


III.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  Source  of  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied,  both  to  the  Port  and  to  shipping,  from  the 
mains  of  the  Boston  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 
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2.  Hydrants  and  Hosepipes.  Precautions  taken  against  contamina- 

tion. 

All  such  fittings  are  properly  housed  in  protective  boxes  to  prevent 
contamination.  All  receive  constant  flushing  by  regular  use,  and  are 
generally  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

3.  Water  Boats. 

There  are  no  water  boats  in  the  Port. 

IV.  PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933  AND  1945. 

1.  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declarations  of  Health. 

H.M.  Customs  and  all  shipping  agents  are  issued  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  with  supplies  of  prescribed  forms,  which,  after 
completion,  are  returned  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Boarding  of  Vessels  on  Arrival. 

All  infected  or  suspected  vessels  are  boarded  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  either  at  the  Pilot  Sloop  or  at  the  Landing  Stage 
immediately  outside  the  Dock  Gates.  This  of  course  depends  upon 
the  type  of  disease  or  other  conditions  to  be  dealt  with. 

3.  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring  special 

attention — (wireless  messages,  land  signal  stations,  informa- 
tion from  pilots.  Customs  Officers,  etc.). 

Each  week,  a detailed  list  of  infected  ports  is  extracted  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Weekly  Record.  This  list  is  forwarded  to  the 
Port  Manager  for  the  information  of  Pilots,  H.M.  Customs  Officers, 
etc.  Arrangements  are  in  force  for  immediate  notification  to  be  given 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  any  vessels  requiring  special 
attention. 

Communication  by  radio  telephone  is  available  between  the  Dock 
Master’s  Office,  Lock  Head,  and  the  Pilot  Boarding  Station,  which  is 
situated  in  the  Wash,  five  miles  from  Port. 

The  telegraphic  address  : " Port-helth,  Boston  ” is  registered 
with  the  General  Post  Office. 

4.  Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Article  10. 

(a)  Within  the  Docks  : The  vacant  berth  in  Boston  Dock. 

(b)  Outside  the  Docks  : The  Quarantine  Station — “ Clay 
Hole  ”. 

5.  Particulars  of  any  Standing  Exemptions  from  the  Provisions  of 

Article  14. 

Nil. 
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6.  Experience  of  working  Article  16. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  1949  to  take  any  action 
to  restrict  boarding  or  leaving  ships. 

7.  What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  : 

(a)  Premises  and  Waiting  Rooms  for  Medical  Examination. 

There  are  no  arrangements  in  existence,  or  in  my  opinion 
necessary.  Having  regard  to  the  type  of  shipping  using  the 
Dock,  I am  satisfied  that  medical  examinations  can  most 
conveniently  be  carried  out  on  board  ships. 

(b)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Ships,  Persons  and  Clothing 
and  other  articles  : 

Arrangements  in  existence  provide  for  disinfection  of 
infected  quarters  under  the  supervision  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Officer.  Bedding,  etc.,  can  be  disinfected  by  steam  in  the 
stearq  disinfector  at  the  Boston  Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  Premises  for  the  Temporary  Accommodation  of  Persons  for 
whom  such  Accommodation  is  required  for  the  Purposes  of 
the  Regulations  : 

Such  accommodation  is  available  at  the  Boston  Isolation 
Hospital. 

(d)  Hospital  Accommodation  available  for  Plague,  Cholera, 
Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  and  other  Infectious  Diseases  : 

Cases  occurring  under  this  heading  are  sent  to  Laceby 
Hospital. 

(e)  Ambulance  Transport  : 

A motor  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Holland  County 
Council. 

(f)  Supervision  of  Contacts  : 

All  contacts  are  interrogated  personally,  and  are  fully 
informed  as  to  their  obligations.  At  the  same  time  a note 
is  taken  of  the  address  to  which  each  is  proceeding,  and  if 
this  is  situated  outside  the  area  of  the  Authority,  prompt 
notification  of  the  fact  is  given  to  the  Local  Authority  con- 
cerned. A supply  of  pre-paid  printed  post-cards  is  available, 
and  one  is  issued  in  every  case  to  enable  the  Port  Medical 
Officer  to  be  notified  of  any  change  of  address. 

8.  Arrangements  for  the  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  Examination 

of  Rats  for  Plague. 

Such  examinations  are  arranged  through  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  of  the  Medical  Research  Council. 
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9.  Arrangements  for  other  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  Examina- 
tions. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  are  in  existence  for  such  examinations 
to  be  carried  out  at  the  undermentioned  laboratory  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln. 

(Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health.) 


10.  Information  as  to  the  Location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available 
facilities  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease 
among  Merchant  Seamen  under  International  arrangements, 
including  In-patient  Treatment  ; also  as  to  the  steps  taken  to 
make  these  facilities  known  to  Seamen  : — 

Arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease 
are  administered  by  the  Boston  Group  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Out-patient  Treatment  is  available  at  the  Clinic,  London  Road 
Hospital,  Boston,  which  is  within  convenient  reach  of  the  Port.  The 
fixed  times  of  the  clinic  are  as  follows  : — 

Tuesdays  10  a.m.  to  12.00  noon. 

Wednesdays  6 p.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 

If  necessary,  special  appointments  are  made  for  seam.en  unable  to 
attend  the  fixed  clinics. 

In-patient  Treatment  can  be  arranged  if  necessary,  such  cases 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Grimsby  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

In  order  to  acquaint  seamen  with  all  details  of  facilities  available 
to  them,  suitable  posters  are  displayed  in  various  parts  of  the  Dock 
premises.  The  information  is  also  brought  to  the  notice  of  masters  of 
vessels  in  the  course  of  inspection. 


11.  Arrangements  for  the  Interment  of  Dead. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  interment  of  dead 
at  the  Boston  Corporation  Cemetery. 


12.  Other  Matters,  if  any,  requiring  or  receiving  Attention. 

There  are  no  items  to  report  under  this  heading. 
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Table  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during 
the  Year  1949. 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No.  of 
Cases  for  Pre- 

Passengers 

Crew 

vious  5 years. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Table  D. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the 
Voyage,  but  disposed  of  prior  to  Arrival. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during 
the  Year  1949. 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No.  of 
Cases  for  Pre- 

Passengers 

Crew 

vious  5 years. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No  cases  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  or  Typhus 
occurred  during  the  year  1949  and  no  plague  infected  rats  were  dis- 
covered ; neither  did  any  outbreak  of  Malaria  occur  on  an  arriving 
ship. 

V.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

1.  Steps  taken  for  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  Ships  in  the  Port  : 

Inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Officer. 

(b)  On  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses,  &c.  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Port  : 

The  Boston  Port  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 
within  the  area.  All  premises  are  subject  to  frequent  inspec- 
tion by  the  Port  Sanitary  Officer. 

2.  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  Passage  of  Rats  between  Ships  and 

the  Shore. 

Masters  of  ships  which  are  suspected  of  being  rat-infested 
are  instructed  to  provide  “ mushrooms  ” on  their  ropes  and 
to  take  all  precautions  possible  to  prevent  passage  of  rats 
from  ship  to  shore. 
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3.  Methods  of  Deratisation  of  : 

(a)  Ships  ; 

The  normal  method  is  trapping.  Poisoning  is  occas- 
ionally used  and  if  infestation  is  so  heavy  as  to  warrant 
immediate  fumigation,  arrangements  are  made  through  fum- 
igation contractors  at  Grimsby.  As  Boston  is  not  an 
approved  Port  for  the  issue  of  Deratisation  Certificates  it  has 
not  been  considered  necessary  to  make  any  other  arrange- 
ments for  the  complete  fumigation  of  ships. 

(b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  Docks  or  Quays  : 

Under  the  general  direction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Officer 
all  such  premises  are  kept  under  constant  surveillance  by  the 
Authority’s  Rodent  Officer.  Prebaiting  is  carried  out  at 
regular  and  frequent  intervals  and  is  followed  by  any  other 
necessary  action. 

4.  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships  and 

on  Shore. 

(a)  The  Port  Sanitary  Officer  carries  out  examinations  of  ships, 
also  of  the  Dock  area. 

(b)  The  Authority’s  Rodent  Officer  carries  out  frequent  routine 
surveys  of  the  Dock  area. 

5.  Rat-proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  Docks,  Wharves  and  Warehouses,  &c.. 
Rat  Proof  ? 

The  Fruit  Shed  (south  side)  is  of  iron  construction  with 
a concrete  floor,  whilst  the  general  merchandise  warehouses 
on  the  north  side  of  the  dock  are  of  concrete. 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  Rat-proofing. 

i.  In  Ships  ; Any  work  found  to  be  necessary  is 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Officer. 

ii.  On  Shore  ; The  existing  buildings  are  of  satisfactory 
construction  and  are  maintained  in  a rat-proof  condition. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Table  E. 

(1)  On  Vessels. 


Number  of  Rats 

Jan. 

Feb, 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

1 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Black 

Brown 

Species  not  recorded 
Examined  . . 

Infected  with  Plague 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 
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Table  F. 


(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 


Number  of  Rats 

Ian. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

in 

Year. 

Black 





7 



-- 

_ 

7* 

Brown 

12 

6 

— 

8 

— 





12 



38* 

Species  not  recorded 

Nil 

Examined  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 











1 

Infected  with  Plague 

Nil 

Nil 

*These  figures  relate  to  bodies  recovered.  It  is  estimated  that  as 
a result  of  poisoning  a further  104  rats  were  killed  during  the  year. 


Table  G. 


Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or  “ sus- 
pected ” Vessels,  or  Vessels  from  Plague  infected  Ports  arriving  in 
the  Port  during  the  Year. 


lota].  Number  of  such  Vessels  arriving 

(1) 

Nil 

Number  of  such  Vessels  fumigated  by  S02. 

Nil 

Number  of  Rats  killed 

(3) 

Nil 

Number  of  such  Vessels  fumigated  by  HCN 

(4) 

Nil 

Number  of  Rats  killed 

(5) 

Nil 

Number  of  such  Vessels  on  which  trapping,  poisoning,  etc. 
were  employed 

(6) 

Nil 

Number  of  Rats  killed 

(7) 

Nil 

Number  of  such  Vessels  on  which  measures  of  Rat  Destruction 

were  not  carried  out 

(8) 

Nil 

Table  H. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates 

issued  during  the  year. 

This  table  is  inapplicable  as  Boston  is  not  an  Approved  Port.  All 
ships  inspected  carried  valid  certificates. 


VI.  HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 

Table  J. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 
of  Vessel. 

Number  inspec- 
ted during  the 
Year. 

Defects  of 
original 
construction. 

Structural 
Defects 
through  wear 
and  tear. 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health. 

British 

47 

5 

1 

12 

Other  Nations 

100 

3 

6 

1 1 
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VII.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


1.  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regula- 
tions 1937,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and 
the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to 
1940 

No  occasion  for  any  action  under  the  above  Regulations  arose 
during  the  year  1949. 

2.  Shell-fish. 

There  are  Mussel  and  Cockle  Beds  within  the  Area  of  the  Port 
Health  Authority,  in  the  Wash.  These  are  periodically  inspected,  and 
samples  of  the  shell-fish  are  taken  for  analysis. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  1949,  either  under  the 
Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

3.  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by  : 

(a)  Bacteriologist  Nil. 

(b)  Analyst  Nil. 
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